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An Open Letter to the Cofounders
and Coeditors Of The Progressive Times
From Your Editor-in-Chief
Dear George Pittas and Jayden McMillan,
Where has the time gone? Wasn’t it just yesterday we graduated from first to second
grade together? Apparently, two years together wasn’t enough for you both. In the summer of
2012 you explained to me how you had an idea for a school paper, and you asked if I would be
your teacher sponsor for the newspaper club.
Wow! It has been an incredible journey. Despite our short history we covered some
major news events in these past four years. Only a month into our venture our little community
was hit by Hurricane Sandy. In November, we covered President Obama’s re-election. In
2013, our school paper wrote about Apple’s introduction of the iOS7 operating system. In October of 2013, we covered the government
shut down. In February of 2014, we covered the Winter Olympics.
Our little paper had it all: hard news, school news, puzzles, sports, movie and book reviews. But who can forget our feature
articles. We covered student Summer Travels, Teacher Interviews, the Fall Festival, the Math Estimation Fair, food drives, the
Invention Convention, the Science Fair, Earth Day, World Day, and the plays! When I look back, I remember we used to have a
Science and Technology page that was almost completely written by Alex Sitterer. I fondly remember the animal articles Tatyana Fiore
and Aleana Goetz wrote. I remember when Jayden Narvaez and Kevin Williams wrote about the Rainbow Loom. I will never forget
Pratik Yallapragada’s pieces, “The History of…” in which he wrote about the history of almost every major holiday! And who can
forget when Mitchell Krasnopolsky was our Recipe Editor!
We’ve had quite a ride together. Needless to say, you boys have grown and matured into intelligent and accomplished young
men. Before you leave Progressive, I wanted to thank you for taking me on this journey with you. Thank you for your hard work and
dedication! If I could just impart a little advice to take with you as you begin a new chapter in your lives, please remember: Everyone
has a special gift. Figure out what your gift is, and share it with the world. A blank page is an exciting opportunity for a new adventure!
Words matter; choose them carefully. A deadline is a deadline! Work hard and be kind.

Earth Day
by: Juliana Carolan
Every year at Progressive School grades K-6 participate in an Earth Day Celebration. At our school, Earth Day begins by creating a
big quilt by putting together our individual blankets. We have a special meditation outdoors, as we try to be one with the Earth. After,
we discuss some of the Earth’s problems caused by humans and we try to find solutions. Following our discussion we have lunch
together. After lunch, the real fun begins.
This year we created, raked, and planted, and we had a ton of fun doing so. During Earth Day fifth grade worked very hard raking
the playground grass areas. Sixth grade students planted flower’s out in front of the Middle School with Miss Lisa. All students planted
flowers in recycled “pots” for ourselves with the help of Miss Samantha and Miss Megan. We also planted flowers in painted tires for
the play yard with Miss Kara. Miss Cynthia organized “clean garbage” so students could make recycled art from things like milk
cartons, boxes, and bottle caps with the help of Miss Shannon. Ms. Jenn worked on the butterfly garden with the help of Miss Sangeeta,
Miss Amanada, Miss Norma and Miss Lorraine and the Kindergarten class. The 4th grade worked with Miss Jenn on the Faerie garden.
It was so much fun! And there was so much to do.
Earth Day is a great day, you get to celebrate Earth! During Earth Day many people walk instead of drive, turn off their lights, and
other things that help the planet. Earth Day is a reminder to us that we don’t own Earth, and that we need to take care of her. Earth Day
is a special day because many people don’t really think about what they’re doing, and how it affects the Earth. On Earth Day people are
more conscious of how many of their actions hurt Earth.
Even when it’s not Earth Day you can still save the planet, here are 10 ways you can help save the Earth every day!
1. Turn off the lights when you leave a room
2. Recycle everything you can: paper, plastic, cardboard, cans, etc.
3. Turn off the faucet while you brush your teeth (you’re wasting A LOT of water!)
4. Walk or ride your bike places (if you can)
5. Don’t use plastic bags at the grocery store, buy reusable ones
6. Unplug chargers and other things when you’re done with them (they’re still using electricity)
7. DON’T LITTER
8. Ask your parents if you can start a compost bin
9. Try to take quick showers, and if you take a bath don’t make it quick (you just used a ton of water!)
10. Plant flowers, and reuse things as pots

Page 2

The Progressive Times

In The News
Renowned Author—Harper Lee Dies
by: George Pittas
Nelle Harper Lee was born on April 28, 1926, in Monroeville, Alabama. She was the youngest of four
children. Harper Lee’s home life was very difficult for her as her father, Amasa Coleman Lee, was an Alabama
state legislator who was gone most of the day, while her mother, Frances Cunningham Finch Lee, suffered from
mental illness and is believed to have had bipolar disorder.
Harper Lee started to develop an interest in English literature in high school, and after graduating went to
Huntingdon College in Montgomery where she focused on her studies. She then transferred to the University of
Alabama. She joined the magazine there, the Rammer Jammer, and eventually became the editor. In her junior
year at the University of Alabama, Harper Lee was invited to study at the law school which would enable her to
get her law degree while still an undergraduate, but this offer had many demands which forced her to leave the
Rammer Jammer. Harper Lee was not impressed with the program, and went to Oxford University in England as
a summer exchange student. In the fall, however, she returned to the law program, but quit after the first
semester to follow her dreams of becoming a writer.
After she struggled in New York for several years, friends gave her the Christmas gift of supporting her for a
year so that she could write full time. With the assistance of editor Tay Hohoff, she worked on a manuscript
about a small Alabama town. This eventually became her novel, To Kill a Mockingbird. It was published in
1960 and won the Pulitzer Prize and several other awards the following year. It has been translated into more
than 40 languages, and more than 30 million copies are in print. In 1962, the movie of To Kill a Mockingbird
was released. The movie also won several awards, including best actor for Gregory Peck’s character of Atticus
Finch.
In November 2007, Harper Lee was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Also in that year, she
suffered a stroke and many other health problems.
Even though To Kill a Mockingbird was her first novel published, it was not the first book she wrote. Go Set
a Watchman was written before To Kill a Mockingbird, but had not been accepted for publication. This book
was later found in a safe deposit box by her lawyer, and was published in 2015. Harper Lee was 88 when she
was able to see the publication of her original book.
Harper Lee died in her sleep at the age of 89 on February 19, 2016, at an assisted living facility in
Monroeville.
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In The News
Obama Visits Cuba
By: George Pittas

Until March 21, when President Barack Obama landed in Air Force One at Havana and talked to the leaders
and people of Cuba, no American president had visited Cuba in almost 90 years. His visit recognizes a change in
the diplomatic ties between the United States and Cuba, a change that was announced only fifteen months before
this trip. As President Obama and his family walked down the steps onto Cuban soil, they were greeted not by
the president, Raul Castro, but by the Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cuban ambassadors. Obama was
joined by 39 members of Congress. They spent two and half days there, which included a meeting with President
Castro.
In January 1928, Calvin Coolidge arrived in Havana aboard a
battleship which took three days to get there. When he arrived he was
cheered by the crowd around him. This was the last time until now
that a president from the United States went to Cuba. Cuba and the
United States had been friends for a long time, but during the Cold
War, Cuba closed its borders and did not let anyone in or out. People
were not even allowed to go to the beaches when the doors were closed.
Because of Barack Obama, Cuba has reopened its doors. Recently a
cruise ship was even able to set sail in the United States and dock in Havana.
This event will change the United States’ relationship with Cuba while these doors are open because now
people are able to go see their families who live in Cuba. Many people are thankful that this day has come and
that they are now free to move in and out of Cuba.

School News:
World Day
by: Graham Batkin

The Progressive School World Day celebration is an event that brings families together to share the food, music, and spirit of
different cultures from around the world. The countries represented are based on our student population. However, we usually have
India , France, Israel, Japan, Ireland, Korea, Germany, Russia, Columbia, England, Greece and so many more!
The event takes place at our middle school. We have food and entertainment in the front, and we have sports and arts and
crafts in the back. This year we had badminton and cricket. And if you’re hungry this is the place to be. There is so much. All the
dishes are vegetarian. This year there were pasta dishes, eggplant, rice dishes, salads, desserts, and Italian ices. The homemade veggie
egg rolls were a big hit this year. And, of course, our beloved principal was there handing out cotton candy!
The World Day event is such a great representation of what our school is all about. Families and teachers get to spend time
together having fun. Katelyn Grey-Humphreys said, “We have so many good things. We have cupcake making, food—which is good
because I like food. We have badminton and cricket. It is great fun!” See pictures on Page 8.
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School News
GFX Club
by: Alex Pelaez
It all started with three kids who wanted to make a club to teach all about GFX or graphic effects. Ever
wonder how to make those photos in albums like professional photos in magazines, or those funny photos of a
frog's head on a dolphin, or a giant space crab? Well, in GFX club we taught you all of that funny stuff, and cool
stuff, too, like lighting an image. The club leaders were Matthew Faustmann, Joseph Beitch, and Alex Pelaez.
Our goal was to teach you as much as we know, using Photoshop and Blender, an animation program.
This year we taught you how to make an outro for YouTube, how to animate a Minecraft figure, how to light
photos, and how to make a channel banner. Everyone made something in GFX, whether funny or serious. Some
people didn't want to do Blender, but then we introduced them to using it in Photoshop. This meant putting a
Minecraft image or animated character in Blender. This led to doing weird things with the text and making cool
designs with some of the things we had taught, like banners and their text and the names of the projects we had
done.
We had a special guest – Eric, our principal. He taught us how to make gifs (movable images). We all had so
much fun, and enjoyed making weird faces at each other and putting them all into a gif. We used Eric’s camera
to take pictures of some of us and to download them on the computers. Eric was nice enough to print out stepby-step instructions. I think that he deserves a thank you and applause.
Overall, the year was great. We taught a lot of good things like the gifs, banners, and animation. We managed
to get things done. We ended the club year with a fun activity -- using Photoshop and Blender to work together
to make an awesome image. If you want to know how to make GFX or learn how to use Blender or Photoshop,
then join GFX Club next year. I guarantee you will learn!
The Progressive Lego Jedi
by: Pratik Yallapragada

First Lego League, otherwise known as FLL, is an annual international competition
which gives participants a chance to know what they are capable of, and to let the world
know what they are capable of also. Each year, FLL presents a different challenge. This
year’s topic was trash. A group of four or more kids plus an instructor has to create a
project by finding an innovative way to destroy trash without creating pollution. This year’s Progressive Lego Jedi team was
made up of Alex Sitterer, Jayden McMillan, Pratik Yallapragada, and Jayden Narvaez.
There are three main parts to a FLL competition. To meet the challenge, every team has to either do research on things
that exist, or we have to use our creativity. Which did you do this year? The second part evaluates teamwork. This is when we let
the judges know how we worked together. For example, if one of our members was yelling at the others, we would have to let
the judges know. This would help the judges decide whether or not to pick us for any awards that have to do with team work.
The last part is the most fun yet most stressful part. It involves programming a robot called a “brick” to
do some challenges. There are three types of bricks-- the RXC, NXT, and the EV3. In the beginning
stages, we have to build wheels so we can move to places we need to move. This then leads to building
attachments, like an arm to pick up things or a plow to move things. We also need to make sure these
attachments don’t interrupt and mess up a teammate’s program. Once they are all ready, our programs
must run in two minutes and thirty seconds. Once the time is up, we stop running and count our points.
Points come from the missions that we’ve accomplished. This then shows what place we’re in. If all of
these parts are successful a team will be able to go to the Championships and maybe Nationals.
This year, The Progressive Lego Jedi 8 had the most successful team. In the past three
years, we got into the Championships twice and earned the Gracious Professionalism Award twice.
Our highest place in the Championship was eleventh out of almost sixty teams. While winning all these
awards, we also had fun.
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Stories of Interest
Leap Year

by: Graham Batkin

Leap year is just like a regular year, except with one catch. There are 366 days instead of 365. This happens
because every year is not just 365 days, but 365 and a quarter days. When there are four quarters, it equals one
whole. In this case it equals one day. This year February 29 was leap day.
Every leap day is special in my family. It usually starts off with one of my family members complaining
because there is an extra day in school. That doesn’t bother me, because this happens only once every four
years. It’s pretty much a normal day until about 5:30 pm.
At 5:30, my family gets into the car to pick my brother up from swimming; then we go to an ice cream
parlor, or a place that has really good dessert. When we get to the restaurant, my family sits down, and when
the waitress comes to the table, we order something, but not a meal. We ask for the dessert menu.
Yep, we are going to skip dinner, and go straight to dessert. This is why leap day is always special in my
family. We get dessert for dinner! That’s why this year I was so excited that it was finally leap year.
Sloths

by: Chloe Radics

Sloths are slow-moving, adorable creatures that rarely leave their trees except to go to the bathroom. They live
in Central and South America and spend 70 percent of their time resting. They love to eat leaves, and it takes
them almost one month to digest one meal. They like to hang on trees; baby sloths like hanging in small trees.
Sloths’ nerves are very low key; if you sneak up on a sloth and say “boo!” or scream it will just chill and pretend
nothing ever happened. Sloths are classified as Xenarthrans, so they are in a group that includes anteaters and
armadillos. They can’t control their body temperature well, so if they are orphaned, their human caregivers make
them warm pajamas to wear. At wildlife centers, sloths take baths in green tea to keep their fur healthy and green
like it would be if they were wild.
Some fun facts about sloths are
• Sloths actually love to give hugs!
• Wild sloths are actually green because of algae and insects.
• They eat beans but love hibiscus flowers.
• The oldest three-toed sloth is Buttercup. She is 22 years old
I hope you like sloths and want to help them like I do! Here’s how. Go online to Save the Sloths’
website, kidssavingtherainforest.org, to donate and rescue endangered sloths. For more information
e-mail Jennifer@kidssavingtherainforest.com. Thanks for helping, and please continue to help sloths throughout
your life.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice Movie Review
by: Shaun McMillan

Batman v Superman came out on March 25, 2016 to all theaters in America.
The movie stars Ben Affleck as Batman, Henry Cavil as Superman, and Gal Gadot
as Wonder Woman.
The movie begins with two kids finding a large bundle of kryptonite in the
Great Barrier Reef. Kryptonite is Superman’s weakness. Next, there is a replay of
the fight between Superman and General Zod (from the movie Man of Steel), but this time we see it from the perspective of
Bruce Wayne/Batman.
In a very controversial part of the movie, has to choose between saving a city or someone he cares about. Later in the movie,
Wonder Woman, Aquaman, The Flash, and Cyborg are introduced and as is the idea of the Justice League being formed.
Throughout the movie they talk about whether or not they can consider Superman a hero or not because he ends up
sacrificing many lives to save even more.
Although some believe it was a great movie to see, others have second thoughts. In fact, there are people starting a petition to
fire the director before they start filming the Justice League Movie. Many critics seemed to dislike it because it was too long, or
because Batman and Superman weren’t fighting enough.
In the end, I would recommend this movie to anyone who likes superheroes, but I wouldn’t recommend it to people who
don’t have any basic superhero knowledge or don’t like superheroes.

Zootopia Movie Review
by: Juliana Carolan

Zootopia is a movie about a rabbit named Judy Hopps who wants to be a police officer. No other
rabbit has ever been a police officer before, but that doesn’t bother her. She becomes the first. After
she completes her police training, she moves to Zootopia, which is kind of like New York City
because all the different animals live together and it’s very big.
Once Judy is in Zootopia she meets a fox named Nicholas Wilde. They become friends, and he
helps her crack her case. They form a strong bond and uncover a shocking secret about someone in
Zootopia.
I think that Zootopia is a great movie for all ages. This is because it is very funny but it is also
very interesting, complex, and unpredictable. I recommend this movie toanyone who likes comedies
or mysteries.

Kung Fu Panda 3 Review
by: Pratik Yallapragada

Kung Fu Panda 3 is the third installment of the Kung Fu Panda series. Like its predecessors, it is
computer animated by Dream Works, and contains a wide range of characters, including Po, the hero,
and the villain, Kai. It, too, features a lot of martial arts. After Po the panda’s battle with Lord Shen
in the second installment, peace returned. Master Shifu told Po about chi and how he could use it in
many ways. During his training with chi, Po encountered his long lost father, Li. Li took Po to the
secret panda village, showing him the ways of a true panda. Legends said that the pandas were the
first to use chi. This led Po to believe that he would learn to control the power of chi if he stayed in
the village. Kai, an evil bull, had been released from the spirit world with the chi of all the masters he
had captured, including Oogway the turtle. Po and the other pandas work together to stop his reign of
terror.
The movie was interesting yet comedic. It had a few gloomy moments, like when Mr. Ping realized he would be forgotten by
Po so tried to put himself in his life by coming to the secret panda location. The movie deserves to be seen in 3D to appreciate
the visual effects. Overall, the whole movie was excellent, and I would recommend it to anyone, ages seven and up, who has an
interest in action with comedy in it. I particularly recommend it to those who have seen the first two movies in the series,
because they will have the background knowledge to understand the importance of certain scenes.
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ENTERTAINMENT
The Jungle Book Movie Review
by: Zoe Coyle
The Jungle Book movie is a new Disney remake of their old animated film. It is about a human
boy in the jungle who was raised by wolves. His name is Mowgli. All throughout the movie,
Bagheera, a panther, has been watching over him since he found him in the jungle. There is a
peace rock where a peace treaty is known. Shere Kahn sticks with the laws and does not allow
man in the jungle. Mowgli is found and Shere Khansays, “When the rock is covered by the water,
the peace treaty is over and I can hunt the child.” Mowgli runs away from his home after almost
being attacked by Shere Kahn. When Mowgli is gone, Shere Khan kills the pack leader, Akela.
Mowgli meets Kaa, a snake, who tells him she will take care of him, but then tries to kill him.
Baloo, a bear, drives back the snake and saves the boy.
They get to know each other because Baloo told him to get a beehive down for him to eat. Mowgli lives with him until
Bagheera comes back. After one night, Bagheera says that Mowgli cannot stay with Baloo and has to go to the man
village. Baloo tells Mowgli to stay away and that they were never friends. Mowgli runs away.
He meets some monkeys who take him to their king, Louie. Louie says he wants “the red flower” referring to fire.
Baloo and Bagheera save him. In the battle, Bagheera tells Mowgli about Acela’s death and Mowgli runs to the man
village. So does Shere Khan. Mowgli takes a torch and sets a trap for Shere Kahn. Shere Khan chases after Mowgli and
eventually gets devoured by the red flower.
I recommend this movie because of its adventure. It is exciting and fun. The animation is good, and it’s a good family
movie. It’s sad and could be happy. The voice actors did a really good job at emotions. It was a really good movie.

Undertale
by: Zoe and Luca Coyle
Undertale is a unique game created by a man named Toby Fox who
was already in the gaming industry for creating a ROM hack of another
game called “Earthbound”. On September 15th, 2015, the first publicly
available version of Undertale was released. The game was two years in
the making, and Toby was working hard, creating relatable yet fantastic
characters, settings, and situations for the games story. The heartfelt RPG
was critically acclaimed, with a 10/10 rating from both IGN, a website for discussing games and gaming culture,
and from Steam, a software dedicated to letting people play games at a low cost.
The main idea in Undertale is letting the player spare the monsters they meet, becoming friends with them by
having conversations with them. The lighthearted nature of the game always shines through, with the game
encouraging you to be friendly and thoughtful when talking to the monsters. The game’s story starts with the
player stumbling down a deep hole into the underground. The first monster you meet is a flower named Flowey.
He acts charming at first, but threatens you. You are saved by a friendly monster named Toriel, who protects
you from unfriendly monsters by bringing you home, and giving you a slice of Butterscotch-Cinnamon pie. You
leave Toriel’s house with a teary goodbye, and you meet two brothers, who both also happen to be skeletons.
Their names are Sans and Papyrus. Papyrus wants to capture a human to become part of the royal guard.
Eventually, you befriend Papyrus, and you find many more adventures in the underground.
Overall, Undertale is a touching game with relatable characters and a beautiful story. The graphics may be
somewhat outdated, but the sense of humor in this game is hilarious, and the music is some of the best we’ve
ever heard. We give an 9 out of 10 on the story, a 9.5 out of 10 for ??

Page 12

The Progressive Times

Sports
March Madness
by: Shaun McMillan
March Madness is a period of time when 64 college basketball teams play in a tournament. They are separated into divisions -- East, Midwest, South, and West. Since there are 64 teams, they have the first round (Round of 64) where sixteen teams in each
division play against each other. Each round has a name to go with it. There are five total rounds including the championship
game. The names of the rounds are the Round of Sixty-Four, the second round (Round of 32), the Sweet Sixteen, the Elite Eight,
the Final Four, and then the championship game.
Many people also create brackets and try to predict the winners of the tournament. March madness is so popular even the
people who work in the White House make brackets. The reason why so many people make brackets are because they can make
you a lot of money. The only thing is, the odds of somebody having a perfect bracket are really slim. The odds of a perfect bracket
are 9.2 quintillion, (that’s 18 zeros), to one or 772 billion to one. It is so hard to calculate that those are the most logical odds.
This year our home state New York had 2 teams in the tournament. The teams were Syracuse and Stoney Brook University.
Although Stoney Brook was knocked out of the tournament in the first round after an 85-57 loss to Kentucky ( who made it to the
final four in 2015) , Syracuse managed to have better luck. Syracuse made it all the way to the final four but lost 83-66 to the
North Carolina Tar Heels.
Though it took place in Houston, the championship game took place on April 4 at 9:15 P.M Eastern Time. The winners were
the Villanova Wildcats in 77-74 a victory. It was an exciting moment for everyone. The Tar Heels had less than ten seconds to tie
the game with three points. The Wildcats won the game with a game winning 3 pointer by Chris Jenkins to win the game. They
made a miracle shot to tie the game, but unfortunately they lost because of a buzzer-beater. That shot was the first buzzer-beater in
NCAA tournament history.

NFL Retirements
by: Jayden McMillan
From “The Sheriff” to “Megatron”, “Beast Mode” and more, many NFL legends decided to hang up their cleats and move on.
MVPs, Pro Bowlers, and good players retired from professional football, including people with guaranteed spots in the Hall of
Fame. Peyton Manning, Calvin Johnson, Marshawn Lynch, Jared Allen, Justin Tuck, and a few others fall into this category.
Peyton Manning was quarterback for the Indianapolis Colts and Denver Broncos while he was in the NFL. He was a five-time
MVP, a fourteen-time Pro Bowler, and a two-time Super Bowl Champion. Manning played the first fourteen years of his career
with the Indianapolis Colts, where he won one Super Bowl and four MVPs. He set multiple records, including most career passing
yards (71,940), most career touchdowns (539), most consecutive seasons with 25 touchdowns (13), and most touchdowns in a
season (55). “The Sheriff” announced his retirement on March 7. His career ended on a high note, after he won Super Bowl 50.
Calvin Johnson, or “Megatron,” played for nine seasons in the NFL, and spent his entire career with the Detroit Lions. He was
a six-time Pro Bowler and a three-time first team All Pro member, and he set the record for receiving yards in a season, with 1964
in 2012. Despite playing only nine seasons, he is still considered one of the best, if not the best, wide receiver of all time.
Marshawn Lynch, or “Beast Mode,” was a dominating running back who played for the Buffalo Bills and Seattle Seahawks for
nine years. He was a star in college, and was instantly a successful player in the NFL. He won a championship with the Seahawks
in 2014, and was known for his aggressiveness when running the football.
The NFL lost a great handful of players this past off season. The game will be very different without them. In football, many
careers are not long, due to injuries or risks of injury. Off seasons like this lead us to wonder who will be next. Players who were
at the highest point of their career end it all suddenly. Next year will be very interesting in the football world.

